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Introduction

Due attention to science and creation of
favorable conditions for scholars was the main factor
in the occurrence of the “Second Eastern
Renaissance” in the Timurid period. As a result,
during this period, many scientists in various fields of
science emerged. In particular, Al-’Allama Sa‘d al-
Din al-Taftazani (722-792/1322-1390) is considered
one of the most famous encyclopedic thinkers of this
period. The full name of the thinker is Mas td ibn al-
Qadi Fakhr al-Din ‘Umar ibn al-Mawla al-‘Azim
Burhan al-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Imam al-Rabbani
Shams al-Haqq Shams al-Din al-Qari al-Samarqandi
al-Harawi al-Taftazani al-Khurasani al-Hanaft (722-
792/1322-1390), he was born in an educated family in
the village of al-Taftazan, near the city of al-Nasa,
Khorasan. He is not only known in the Islamic world
by names such as “al-Sheikh Sa‘d al-Din”, “Sa‘d al-
Imam al-"Allama al-Faqih al-Adib al-Hanaft” (the
blessed Imam of the scholars of hanafi jurisprudence),
““Alim al-Sharq” (scholar of the East), “Habr al-
ummah, shams al-a immah” (scholar of the Ummah,
the sun of the Imams), “al- 'Allama al-thant” (“second
scholar”), but he is also considered as a scholar who
made a great contribution to world science with his
works on concrete and humanitarian sciences such as
geometry, literature. Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani wrote
more than fifty works in the fields of knowledge such

Doi: éros¥eS https://dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2023.05.121.44

as nahw (“grammar of Arabic language”), sarf
(“syntaxis ~ of Arabic language”), balaghat
(“eloquence”), usiul al-figh (“Principles of Islamic
law”), and furii * al-figh (hanafi, shafi ‘i, and maliki)
(“Islamic substantive law”), mantig (“logic”),
‘aqidah (“‘creed”), hadith (sayings, activities, and
approvals of Muhammad PBUH), tafsir (“exegesis”),
and other sciences. The Teknonym of the scholar is
“Abi Sa ‘id” [4:190; 5: 241; 4: 734; 20: 471].

From the point of view of source studies, the fact
that a large number of manuscripts of a certain work
has been preserved in different regions, on the one
hand, indicates that it was widely used, and on the
other hand, it means that the work has become
important in its direction. These factors are also
present in Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani’s legacy on the
science of al-kalam. After all, at the root of them is the
effect of the scholar’s scientific potential. Therefore,
according to these principles, it is appropriate to study
them.

Scholar’s six works are related to the science of
al-kalam, and they are not only important sources for
the teachings of Maturidr but also a scientific basis for
refutations of erroneous sects. In particular, they can
be classified into two — “matn” (“text”) and “sharh”
(“commentary”) according to the style of writing.
Selectively, his books “Sharh al-‘dAga’id al-
Nasafiyah” and “Sharh al-Magqasid” were written in
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commentary style, and “Magasid al-talibin fi ‘ilm
usil al-din” and “Ghayat tahdhib al-kalam fi tahrir
al-mansig wa-al-kalam” were written in text style.
However, during this research, the thinker’s works
“Risalah fi Tahqiq al-Iman” and “Risalah fi al-
kalam” were not found.

Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani’s greatest work on
theology is “Sharh al-Magasid”, which was
completed in Samarkand in 786/1384. It is a scholar’s
commentary on his work called “Magqasid al-talibin fi
‘ilm usil al-din” [4: 192]. It has been published
several times.

In this commentary, structurally, the order of the
original text, that is, in “Magasid al-talibin fi ‘ilm usiil
al-din”, has been preserved. Only, in it, doctrinal
issues are proven with evidence. In addition, the
opinions of the wrong sects on ideological issues were
analyzed and refuted on a scientific basis. In
particular, the doctrinal issues in the work are divided
into six chapters called “Magsad” (“purpose”) based
on a certain logical sequence. They are called by
topics such as “al-mabadi’” (“principles”), “al-umir
al-‘ammah”  (“general  issues”),  “al-a‘rad”
(“accidence”), “al-a‘yan” (“substance”), “al-
ilahiyah” (“theology”) and “al-sam ‘tyah” [20].

Despite the large size of “Sharh al-Magasid”, it
is considered one of the most widely read
encyclopedic books among scholars. This is
evidenced by the fact that scholars paid attention to
the work in different periods and wrote commentaries
(sharh), margins (hashiyat), and glosses (ta ‘lig) on it.
Some of them covered a certain part of the work and
some covered the whole work. Also, some of them
have been published to this day, and another of them
have not yet been published, although there are
manuscript copies, and the authors of some are
known, but the works themselves have not yet been
found. At this point, the authors and their works
identified during this research were classified
according to these three characteristics:

Published:

1. Ashraf al-Magasid fi Sharh al-Magasid.
This commentary is devoted to the entire work, the
author of which is Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub al-Maknasi
(d. 1128/1716). It was completed in 1120/1708 and
published in Cairo in 1935 in two volumes.

2. Al-Ghazaliyat fi al-sam ‘Tyat: sharh wa
ta‘lig ‘ala Kitab Sharh al-Magasid. Its author is
Muhammad Husayn Miasa Muhammad al-Ghazali
[12].

Available as a manuscript:

3. Hashiyah ‘ald Sharh al-Magasid. Its author
is Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Misa al-Khayali (d.
860/1456), who was considered one of the famous
HanafT scholars [16; 17; 18].

4. “Ta'ligat ‘ala mabadi min Sharh al-
Magasid”. It is a gloss that has been preserved and its

author is Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Misa al-Khayali
(d. 860/1456) [16; 17; 18].

5. Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magqasid. Its author
is [lyas ibn Ibrahim al-Sinabi al-Brisawi al-Hanaff (d.
891/1486), known as “Khaji Zada” [13: 217]. A
manuscript of the work is kept in the Suleymaniye
Library in Turkey [6].

6. Hashiyah ‘ala al-ilahiyat wa-al-sam Tyat
min Shark al-Magasid. The author of this commentary
is Malik Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik Bir Muhammad al-
Fariqr (d. 1067/1657), who is also considered one of
the Hanaft scholars. It is a commentary written on the
chapters “al-llahiyat” and “al-Sam ‘Tyat” of “Sharh
al-Magasid” [9].

7. Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magqasid. Its author
is Abli ‘Abd Allah Walt al-Din ibn Mustafa ibn ‘Al1
al-Qustantini (d. 1151/1738), known as “Jar Allah al-
Riami al-Hanafi” [14: 118-119]. A manuscript of the
work is kept in the Suleymaniye Library in Turkey [2].

8.  Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magasid li al-Sa ‘d.
Its author is Muslih al-Din Mustafa ibn Husam al-Din
al-Hasan al-Qastallani (d. 901/1495), known as “al-
Kastalr”. A manuscript of the work is kept in the
Suleymaniye Library in Turkey [11].

9.  Hashiyah alo Sharh al-Magasid. This
hashiyah was written by Shams al-Din Mulla Ahmad
ibn Sulaiman (d. 940/1533). A manuscript of it copied
in 1155/1742, is kept in the “Hazrat Pir Muhammad
Shah” library in Kujarot under number 514.

10. Sharh  Magasid  al-Magasid.  This
commentary was completed by Shams al-Din Aba
‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-DilajT al-
‘Uthmani  al-Hanafi  (860-947/1456-1540) in
917/1511 [15: 1780-1781]. A special feature of this
work is that it shortened some parts of “Shark al-
Magasid”.

11. Hashiyah ‘ala al-umir al- ‘Gmmah min al-
Magqasid. The author of this hashiyah is Shams al-Din
Ahmad ibn Sulaiman ibn Kamal Pasha (873-
940/1468-1534), who is one of the famous Hanafi
scholars. A manuscript of it is kept in the Mahmudiya
library under number 6597.

Works not yet found:

12. Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magasid. The author
of this hashiyah is Khidir Shah ibn ‘Abd al-Latif al-
Muntashawi al-Rumi al-Hanafi (d. 853/1450) [15:
1781; 7: 430].

13. Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magqasid. This
hashiyah was written by Wajih al-Din ibn Nasir
‘Alawi al-Gujarati al-Hind1 (911-998/1505-1590) [1:
237].

14. Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magasid. This
hashiyah was written by the famous Hanafi scholar
Al-Mulla Nur al-Din Abu al-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Sultan
Muhammad al-QarT al-Harawi al-Makki (d.
1014/1606) [10: 56].

15. Mukhtasar Sharh al-Magasid. This summary
was written by Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Amasi
al-Rami al-Hanafi (d. 1187/1773) [8: 627-628].
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16. Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magasid. This
hashiyah was written by Hisam al-Din Mustafa ibn
Hisam al-Din Husain ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hisam al-
Briisaw1 al-Rami al-HanafT (d. 1035/1626), known as
“Hisam Zada”.

17. Hashiyah ‘ala Sharh al-Magasid. This
hashiyah was written by Nar al-Din Ahmad ibn
Muhammad Salih Ahmadabadi al-Gujarati al-Hindi
(d. 1155/1742) [1: 237].

In conclusion, it should be said that Sa‘d al-Din
al-Taftazani is the most famous Hanafi-maturidi
scholar of the Timurid period, who wrote valuable
works on almost all fields of science. The main period
of his scientific activity coincided with Transoxiana
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