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A GEOPOLITICAL ASSESSMENT OF PERU'S STRATEGIC POSITION 

IN LATIN AMERICA 

 

Abstract: Peru, as one of the key countries in the Andean region and Latin America, possesses geographical, 

economic, and political characteristics that make it a strategic player in regional dynamics. This article adopts a 

geopolitical approach to analyze Peru’s strategic position in Latin America, aiming to examine the elements of 

power, threats, opportunities, and interaction with its surrounding environment within regional and international 

frameworks. Geographically, Peru is located in a position that grants access to the Pacific Ocean, the Amazon Basin, 

and Andean countries. This unique location enables economic development through maritime trade and access to 

natural resources, while also placing Peru at the center of regional and extra-regional rivalries. 

From a geopolitical perspective, Peru enjoys advantages such as vast mineral resources, environmental 

diversity, access to vital trade routes, and relative political stability, which have allowed it to play a more significant 

role in regional arrangements in recent years. Active membership in institutions such as the Union of South American 

Nations (UNASUR), the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), and the Pacific Alliance has 

enabled Peru to pursue a balanced foreign policy—maintaining independence while expanding regional influence. 

Nonetheless, challenges such as economic dependence on raw material exports, social inequalities, periodic 

instability in governance, and the influence of external powers like the United States and China have cast a shadow 

over the country’s geopolitical calculations. Moreover, the emergence of transnational crises such as mass migration 

(particularly from Venezuela), climate change, and environmental threats have intensified the need to redefine Peru’s 

geopolitical strategies. 

Using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on foreign policy documents and geopolitical indicators, this 

study argues that Peru’s strategic position is shaped not only by its location but also by how actively or passively it 

engages with regional and global orders. In recent years, with the intensifying competition between China and the 

United States in Latin America, Peru has acted as a key economic and political node, attempting to balance economic 

interests with political autonomy. 

Domestically, political developments such as corruption scandals, frequent changes in presidential leadership, 

and weak institutionalization have caused fluctuations in Peru’s foreign policy, affecting how regional actors 

perceive the country’s role. Nonetheless, Peru’s capacity to manage natural resources, maintain relative border 

security, and foster multilateral economic relations are strengths that can enhance its strategic position in the future. 

This article concludes that Peru holds significant geopolitical potential. With well-designed strategic policies 

and stronger governance institutions, the country can evolve into a more influential player in Latin America. Peru’s 

geopolitical status currently stands at a crossroads—between opportunities arising from its geographic position and 

rich resources on one side, and structural and international threats on the other—demanding a reconsideration of 

its regional role. 
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Introduction 

In the evolving landscape of international 

relations and regional transformations, the role of 

states in the global order is increasingly linked to their 

geopolitical position and strategic capabilities. Latin 

America, with its geographical diversity, abundant 

natural resources, and complex political-economic 

developments, has become a space of both rivalry and 

cooperation among a variety of actors. One of the 

countries whose role in regional dynamics has gained 

prominence in recent years is Peru. Located along the 

Pacific coast and bordering key countries such as 

Brazil, Chile, and Ecuador, Peru possesses vast 

mineral wealth and occupies a strategic geographical 

location that makes it a pivotal player in Latin 

American geopolitics (Burges, 2017). 

Evaluating Peru’s strategic position is not 

possible without understanding the regional context of 

Latin America—a region simultaneously engaged in 

processes of integration through institutions such as 

the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), 

the Pacific Alliance, and the Community of Latin 

American and Caribbean States (CELAC), while also 

facing ideological divisions, structural economic 

challenges, social unrest, and the influence of extra-

regional powers (Gardini, 2020). In this context, Peru 

has sought to balance national independence with 

active participation in regional and international 

organizations. 

From a geopolitical standpoint, Peru’s 

geographical location offers several advantages. Its 

access to the Pacific Ocean, position within 

international trade corridors, proximity to the Amazon 

basin, and abundance of mineral resources—such as 

gold, copper, and silver—have all contributed to the 

formation of both its hard and soft power (Kacowicz, 

2018). Furthermore, Peru's relative political stability 

compared to some of its neighbors has allowed it to 

play a more active role in regional organizations. 

Especially over the past decade, Peru has pursued a 

balanced foreign policy, maintaining economic 

relations with China, the United States, and the 

European Union simultaneously. 

However, this strategic position is not without its 

challenges. Deep social inequalities, endemic 

corruption, political volatility—particularly at the 

presidential level—and heavy dependence on raw 

material exports have all undermined Peru’s ability to 

fully capitalize on its geopolitical potential (Levitsky 

& Cameron, 2003). In addition, China's growing 

presence in Peru’s economy and its massive 

investments in mining and infrastructure present both 

development opportunities and concerns regarding 

geopolitical dependence and the erosion of strategic 

autonomy (Ellis, 2022). 

At the regional level, Peru also faces issues such 

as the Venezuelan migration crisis, border 

instabilities, and security threats linked to drug 

trafficking—all of which influence its role in regional 

diplomatic and security frameworks. Nonetheless, 

Peru’s participation in the Pacific Alliance—arguably 

one of the region’s most dynamic economic blocs—

exemplifies its attempt to engage actively in 

globalization through a market-oriented and 

neoliberal approach (Riggirozzi & Tussie, 2012). 

Given these dynamics, the core question this 

article seeks to answer is: How can Peru’s geopolitical 

position in Latin America be analyzed, and in what 

ways can the country leverage its strategic capacities 

to enhance its regional and international role? In 

addressing this question, the article employs both 

classical and critical geopolitical frameworks, 

focusing on territorial power, natural resources, 

geographical positioning, and international 

interactions to assess Peru’s structural role in the 

region. The aim is to provide a nuanced analysis of 

Peru’s economic, political, and security linkages with 

other regional and extra-regional actors. 

The significance of this study lies not only in 

better understanding Peru’s foreign policy and 

strategic positioning, but also in offering insights into 

the behavior of mid-sized powers in the global system 

and how they navigate relations with major powers. 

As Latin America undergoes a period of foreign 

policy reconfiguration, examining a case like Peru can 

shed light on broader regional patterns and potential 

realignments. 

 

Research Methodology: 

This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-

analytical research method to assess Peru's 

geopolitical position in Latin America. It draws on 

secondary data from scholarly articles, government 

reports, and policy documents to analyze Peru's 

strategic factors, including geography, natural 

resources, and regional interactions. The research 

utilizes a geopolitical framework to evaluate the 

country’s role within Latin American integration 

processes and its relations with global powers. A 

critical approach is taken to examine both 

opportunities and challenges, including socio-political 

instability, economic dependency, and international 

partnerships. The study’s findings are based on a 

comprehensive review of academic literature and 

geopolitical indicators. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

1. Geopolitics and Key Concepts 

Geopolitics, as both a science and a practice, 

deals with analyzing and examining the relations 

between powers and their geographical positions on a 
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global and regional scale. In geopolitical terms, 

factors such as geographical location, natural 

resources, economic power, military strength, and 

even social and political structures play a significant 

role in assessing the status of a country within the 

international system (Donnelly, 2009). Various 

theorists such as Halford Mackinder (Mackinder, 

1904) and Nicholas Spykman (Spykman, 1942) have 

commented on the importance of geographical 

location and natural resources in shaping global and 

regional political dynamics. According to Mackinder, 

controlling the "Heartland" (the central region of 

Eurasia) meant controlling the entire region and global 

power; while Spykman emphasized the importance of 

surrounding areas and peripheral zones in achieving 

strategic balance. 

In this context, Peru’s specific geographic 

position along the Pacific Ocean, bordered by Brazil 

and other South American countries, places it in a 

sensitive and critical geopolitical position. This 

geographic location is vital for analyzing Peru’s role 

within Latin America, as well as its interactions with 

global powers, especially in the context of regional 

competition and cooperation. 

 

2. Theories of Power and Their Role in 

Geopolitics 

Economic and political progress, especially in 

developing countries, is often measured by access to 

natural resources, economic growth, political stability, 

and regional influence. In this regard, the concept of 

"soft power," introduced by Joseph Nye (Nye, 2004), 

is particularly relevant in analyzing the geopolitical 

standing of countries like Peru. Soft power refers to a 

country’s ability to influence others' behavior through 

diplomacy, culture, values, and norms. In contrast, 

"hard power" refers more to military and economic 

capabilities. In recent years, Peru has been able to play 

a significant role in the region using its soft power, 

particularly through cultural and economic 

diplomacy. 

Another essential concept in analyzing 

geopolitical power is that of "regional power." 

Countries like Peru, which carry significant weight in 

regional affairs, not only influence their internal 

dynamics but also play direct roles in regional 

processes of integration or disintegration. This 

regional role, particularly in the face of external 

threats or internal challenges such as economic 

instability and social unrest, becomes crucial in 

shaping the geopolitical landscape (Hirsch, 2010). 

 

3. Peru’s Foreign Policy and Regional 

Interactions 

Peru's foreign policy, traditionally shaped by its 

internal economic and political conditions, serves as 

an essential tool in advancing its geopolitical 

objectives. Analyzing Peru's foreign relations requires 

attention to two main factors: first, its significant 

dependency on exports of raw materials such as gold, 

copper, and oil, which creates both opportunities for 

cooperation with global economies like China and the 

United States (Ellis, 2022). Second, Peru's internal 

challenges, including political corruption, social 

inequality, and economic crises, can impact the 

country’s foreign policy decisions (Levitsky & 

Cameron, 2003). 

As an active member of the Union of South 

American Nations (UNASUR) and the Pacific 

Alliance, Peru has used these regional institutions to 

enhance its economic and political ties with 

neighboring countries and global powers. Therefore, 

Peru’s foreign policy has been focused on balancing 

regional integration and strengthening relations with 

global powers. 

 

4. Geopolitical Threats and Opportunities for 

Peru 

While Peru enjoys strategic geographic 

advantages and abundant natural resources, it also 

faces significant threats to its geopolitical position. 

One of the most pressing threats is internal economic 

and political instability, which has led to persistent 

dissatisfaction in certain regions of the country. 

Additionally, Peru's borders with countries like 

Colombia and Ecuador expose it to security threats 

related to drug trafficking and terrorist activities, 

which can undermine its strategic role. 

On the other hand, Peru’s geopolitical 

capacity—especially in terms of access to the Pacific 

Ocean and its natural resource wealth—offers many 

opportunities for economic cooperation with regional 

and global powers. Cooperation with China in mining 

and infrastructure sectors, as well as engagement with 

the United States in security and economic domains, 

are some of these opportunities (Kacowicz, 2018). 

 

5. Peru in the Global System and Global 

Competition 

Considering the global political and economic 

transformations, Peru, as a developing country, faces 

global and regional competition. The rivalry between 

China and the United States in Latin America—

particularly in Peru—has emerged as one of the key 

themes in the country’s foreign policy. China's large-

scale investments in Peru’s infrastructure and mining 

sectors, while offering substantial economic benefits, 

have raised concerns about over-reliance on the 

Chinese economy (Ellis, 2022). These challenges 

force Peru to continuously adjust its diplomatic 

strategies and maintain a delicate balance between 

global powers. 

 

Findings 

1. Geopolitical and Strategic Position of Peru 

One of the key findings in evaluating Peru’s 

geopolitical position is its geographical location. Peru, 

as a country on the western coast of South America, 
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shares a long border with the Pacific Ocean and serves 

as a gateway to this ocean in the region. This 

geographical location allows Peru to engage in vital 

trade and economic relations with regional and global 

powers, including the United States, China, and East 

Asian countries. Additionally, Peru’s land borders 

with Brazil, Ecuador, and Colombia enable it to play 

a significant role in political and economic 

interactions within the region. 

From a geopolitical perspective, Peru’s location 

by the Pacific Ocean enhances its importance in global 

maritime trade. Moreover, its abundant natural 

resources, including gold, copper, oil, and other 

minerals, have made the country an economic 

powerhouse in the region (Ellis, 2022). This 

geographical advantage, while creating economic 

opportunities for Peru, also exposes it to various 

geopolitical threats. 

 

2. Natural Resources and Peru’s Economy 

Another critical finding of this research is Peru’s 

heavy reliance on natural resources and its exports. 

The country, particularly in the mining sector, is one 

of the largest producers of copper, gold, and other 

minerals globally. According to economic reports, 

Peru’s copper exports, especially to China, the United 

States, and other large economies, are of immense 

importance to the country’s economy (World Bank, 

2020). 

While this dependency on natural resources has 

helped Peru’s economic progress, especially in 

infrastructure, mining, and global trade, it also 

presents challenges. This heavy reliance on raw 

material exports makes Peru vulnerable to fluctuations 

in global commodity prices. During periods of global 

economic downturns or reduced demand, these price 

variations can have adverse effects on Peru's economy 

(Hirsch, 2010). 

 

3. Domestic Political Challenges and Their 

Impact on Foreign Policy 

A significant finding of this research concerns 

the domestic political challenges that have a direct 

impact on Peru’s foreign policy. Political instability, 

widespread corruption within government 

institutions, economic crises, and social inequality are 

factors that continue to affect the country’s internal 

stability. Furthermore, the political divisions between 

various political parties and governmental bodies in 

Peru have made the country vulnerable to internal 

political crises (Levitsky & Cameron, 2003). 

These internal challenges not only influence 

domestic policies but also have significant 

ramifications for Peru’s foreign relations. Rapid 

changes in governments and policies can undermine 

diplomatic relations with neighboring countries and 

global powers. In particular, cooperation in areas such 

as economic and security partnerships can be 

destabilized by the constant political shifts. 

 

4. Peru’s Relations with Global and Regional 

Powers 

An essential finding of this research is Peru’s 

active role in regional and global diplomacy. As a 

member of the Union of South American Nations 

(UNASUR) and the Pacific Alliance, Peru has played 

a significant role in regional politics. These 

organizations have provided a platform for Peru to 

foster economic and diplomatic relations within the 

region and solidify its position in Latin American 

integration (Kacowicz, 2018). 

Additionally, Peru’s relations with global 

powers such as the United States and China are 

crucial. Economic ties with China, particularly in the 

mining and infrastructure sectors, have strengthened 

Peru’s position in the global market. At the same time, 

its relationship with the United States, especially in 

terms of security cooperation and anti-drug trafficking 

initiatives, remains vital. These two global powers, 

with their prominent roles in global politics, play key 

roles in shaping Peru’s foreign policy. 

 

5. Security Threats and Regional Challenges 

Another major finding is the security threats and 

regional challenges Peru faces. These include threats 

such as drug trafficking, terrorism, and border 

conflicts with neighboring countries, which pose 

significant risks to national security. Due to Peru’s 

geographic location along the southern borders of 

Latin America, particularly with Colombia, the 

country remains vulnerable to security challenges 

stemming from illegal armed groups and drug cartels. 

These security threats can influence Peru’s 

defense policies and strategic decisions, affecting its 

geopolitical position in the region. Additionally, past 

border disputes with Ecuador demonstrate the 

sensitive geopolitical and political dynamics Peru 

experiences in its interactions with neighboring states. 

 

6. Economic Opportunities and Global 

Diplomacy 

Despite the challenges and threats, Peru holds 

substantial opportunities for enhancing its economic 

and geopolitical standing globally. Leveraging its 

natural resources, expanding trade relations with East 

Asian countries, and attracting foreign investment 

offer significant potential for economic growth and 

strengthening Peru’s geopolitical position. 

Furthermore, Peru’s foreign policy, focusing on 

cultural diplomacy and expanding economic and trade 

relations with diverse countries, presents 

opportunities for multilateral relations and further 

economic collaboration. 

 

Results and Discussion  

In assessing the geopolitical standing of Peru in 

Latin America, one of the key factors considered in 

this study is the country’s geographical location 
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within the region. As a country on the western coast 

of South America, Peru’s long coastline along the 

Pacific Ocean provides significant economic and trade 

opportunities. This strategic position allows Peru to 

establish vital trade relations with East Asian 

countries, particularly China, and play an important 

role in economic diplomacy with developed countries 

like the United States. Additionally, Peru’s land 

borders with Brazil, Ecuador, and Colombia make it 

susceptible to the political and economic dynamics of 

its neighboring countries, which can offer both 

opportunities for regional cooperation and threats to 

national security. 

Another significant finding of the study is Peru’s 

heavy reliance on natural resources and the revenues 

generated from them. Peru plays a crucial role in the 

global mining sector, particularly in the extraction of 

copper, gold, and other minerals. Its mineral exports, 

especially to large economies like China and the 

United States, have propelled Peru into being one of 

the economic powerhouses of Latin America. 

However, this reliance on natural resources exposes 

the country to risks, especially during periods of 

global economic downturns or fluctuations in 

commodity prices. While Peru benefits economically 

from its natural resources, these price volatility risks 

can severely impact the country’s economic stability, 

highlighting a dependency on global commodity 

markets that can undermine long-term economic 

sustainability. 

Alongside this, internal political challenges in 

Peru—such as corruption, political instability, and 

social inequality—have a profound impact on the 

country’s geopolitical standing. The political 

divisions and frequent changes in government have 

led to an unstable domestic environment, which in 

turn affects foreign policy decisions. Rapid shifts in 

political power can destabilize diplomatic relations 

with both neighboring countries and global powers, as 

inconsistent foreign policies create uncertainty in 

international engagements. Moreover, domestic 

political instability weakens the country’s capacity to 

pursue coherent foreign policy strategies, making it 

difficult to maintain strong alliances or to assert 

influence on the global stage. 

In contrast, Peru has actively sought to enhance 

its regional and global standing by strengthening 

relations with neighboring countries and major 

international players. Its membership in the Union of 

South American Nations (UNASUR) and the Pacific 

Alliance has provided Peru with opportunities to 

deepen economic and diplomatic ties within the 

region. Through these regional collaborations, Peru 

has worked to bolster its position in Latin American 

integration, with a particular focus on trade and 

economic development. On the global stage, Peru’s 

relationships with powers such as the United States 

and China are pivotal. The United States and Peru 

have maintained strong ties, particularly in the areas 

of security cooperation and anti-drug trafficking 

efforts, while China has become a key economic 

partner, particularly in mining and trade, significantly 

enhancing Peru’s geopolitical influence. 

Another important aspect of this research 

pertains to the security threats and regional challenges 

faced by Peru. Drug trafficking, terrorism, and border 

disputes with neighboring countries represent 

significant risks to national security and political 

stability. These threats, particularly from Colombia 

and the drug cartels operating in border areas, are 

major concerns for Peru’s internal security. The 

security challenges in Peru’s border regions require 

ongoing attention and resources, as these issues have 

the potential to lead to regional instability, diplomatic 

tensions, and military conflicts. Addressing these 

threats requires a nuanced and multifaceted approach 

to both domestic and regional security policies. 

Moreover, these internal security challenges, 

combined with political instability, affect Peru’s 

ability to implement its foreign policies effectively. 

Domestic crises and political turmoil often limit the 

country's capacity to engage in proactive diplomacy, 

particularly when it comes to global and regional 

issues that require consistent and clear policy action. 

Peru's response to global challenges, such as climate 

change and economic recessions, will be tested by the 

internal political and security risks that could distract 

from the country’s broader geopolitical objectives. 

Despite these challenges, Peru holds 

considerable opportunities to enhance its geopolitical 

standing. By leveraging its natural resource wealth, 

expanding trade relations with East Asian countries, 

and attracting foreign investment, Peru can potentially 

increase its economic power and strengthen its 

geopolitical position. Additionally, expanding its 

cultural diplomacy and diversifying its foreign 

relations offers pathways to increase Peru’s presence 

on the global stage. Through regional cooperation and 

by fostering multilateral diplomatic relations, Peru 

can maintain a more balanced approach to its foreign 

policy, making it a stronger player within both Latin 

America and the broader international community. 

Ultimately, Peru’s geographical location, 

resource wealth, economic partnerships, and internal 

and external challenges all play significant roles in 

determining its position in Latin America and the 

world. To secure and strengthen this position, Peru 

must continue to develop coherent and stable domestic 

and foreign policies that address its challenges while 

capitalizing on the opportunities available. 

Maintaining political stability, addressing security 

threats, and diversifying trade and diplomatic 

relations will be key to enhancing Peru’s strategic 

standing in the region and globally. 

 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, it can be stated that Peru, as one 

of the most important and influential countries in 
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Latin America, holds a significant strategic position 

both regionally and globally. The country’s 

geographical location, coupled with its rich natural 

resources, has made it a key player in the economic 

and political developments of South America. 

However, its dependence on natural resources, 

fluctuations in global commodity prices, internal 

political instability, and security threats continue to 

impact Peru's geopolitical position. 

Peru's geographical position, particularly its long 

coastline along the Pacific Ocean, places it in a 

favorable position to serve as a gateway for trade and 

economic exchange with East Asian countries as well 

as the United States. This strategic position has 

enabled Peru to establish an important economic role, 

particularly through trade relations with China and the 

United States. On the other hand, Peru’s land borders 

with Brazil, Ecuador, and Colombia allow it to play 

an active role in regional political and economic 

affairs. However, alongside these advantages, security 

challenges and threats from armed groups and drug 

trafficking, especially along its borders, represent a 

significant risk to the country’s internal stability and 

foreign policy. 

Additionally, Peru’s economic dependency on 

natural resources is a key issue to consider. The 

country, especially in mining—particularly in copper, 

gold, and other minerals—holds a prominent position 

in the global market. However, this dependence on 

natural resources means that Peru’s economy is 

significantly reliant on global price fluctuations. 

During periods of economic downturn or declining 

demand for these resources, Peru’s economy will be 

vulnerable, and this could have severe negative effects 

on the country’s economic stability. Therefore, it is 

important to note that in order to maintain sustainable 

growth, Peru should seek to diversify its economy and 

reduce its dependence on natural resources. 

Another significant aspect examined in this 

study is Peru's internal challenges. Widespread 

corruption in government institutions, social 

inequality, and political instability are among the 

issues that weaken the country’s internal capabilities. 

The frequent changes in government and state 

institutions, especially during transitional periods, can 

lead to a lack of trust in international relations and 

disrupt foreign policy decisions. These political 

instabilities not only affect domestic affairs but also 

influence Peru’s foreign relations, making it difficult 

to establish a stable and consistent foreign policy with 

neighboring countries and global powers. 

On the international stage, Peru has actively 

sought to strengthen its relations with neighboring 

countries as well as major global players in order to 

consolidate its position both regionally and globally. 

Membership in organizations like the Union of South 

American Nations (UNASUR) and the Pacific 

Alliance has provided Peru with significant 

opportunities to expand its economic and diplomatic 

ties within the region. These efforts have been aimed 

at boosting economic and security cooperation with 

neighboring countries, as well as contributing to 

global decision-making processes. On the other hand, 

Peru’s relations with powers like the United States and 

China play a vital role in determining the country’s 

global position. Cooperation with the United States, 

particularly in areas of security and anti-drug 

trafficking, and economic relations with China, 

especially in mining, have allowed Peru to play an 

influential role in global developments. 

Despite the security, political, and economic 

threats, Peru still holds considerable opportunities to 

enhance its geopolitical position. By leveraging its 

natural resources, expanding trade relations with East 

Asian countries, attracting foreign investment, and 

developing infrastructure, Peru can effectively grow 

its economy and strengthen its geopolitical power. 

Additionally, enhancing cultural diplomacy and 

expanding relations with various countries could 

create new opportunities to reinforce Peru’s standing 

on the international stage. Through these 

opportunities, Peru can position itself not only as a key 

player in Latin America but also as a significant actor 

globally in economic and political affairs. 

In summary, Peru’s geographical position, 

natural resources, internal and external challenges, 

and diplomatic relations all significantly affect its 

standing in Latin America and the world. To maintain 

and strengthen this position, Peru must focus on 

internal political stability, enhancing border security, 

and diversifying its economy. Effective policies in 

these areas will help Peru solidify its place among 

Latin American countries and globally, enabling it to 

capitalize on new opportunities. 
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