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Introduction 

Transport plays an important role in the socio-

economic development of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 

ensuring conditions for economic growth and 

increasing the competitiveness of the national 

economy through the quality of services provided. 

The technological, value, and geographical 

availability of transport services determines the 

territorial development of economic relations and the 

possibility of meeting the needs of the social sphere 

both within the country and abroad.   

In the context of modern rhythms of life in large 

cities, the most important type of transport is urban 

passenger public transport. A feature of the territorial 

structure of the city of Nukus is the high level of 

mutual integration with the Republic of 

Karakalpakstan as a whole, and especially with the 

Republic of Kazakhstan. According to 

Karakalpakstat, the total length of roads in the 

Republic of Karakalpakstan is 42,869 km, of which 

50-100 km of roads (A-380 highway) pass through the 

city of Nukus, while about 4.8-6.6 thousand cars enter 

the city daily from the main routes, which belong to 

residents of nearby districts and villages operating in 

the city.   

Thus, the greatest accumulation of vehicles is 

observed on the main highways of the city of Nukus, 

where the load factor of all highways is 1.0-2.0 times 

higher than the limiting normative coefficient, which 

ensures unimpeded and uninterrupted movement of 

vehicles along highways.   

According to Karakalpakstat, as of December 

31, 2025, there are about 160,000 passenger cars in 

Karakalpakstan, which is second only to Tashkent, 

Tashkent region, Samarkand, Bukhara, and other 

cities in Uzbekistan. According to the statistical data 

presented in the table and Fig. 1, 1a, 350-400 thousand 

people were transported in the city of Nukus in 2025, 

which is 4-5% more than in 2024. 
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Table 1. Main Indicators of Passenger Transportation in Nukus City for 2024–2025 

 

Indicator 2024 2025 

Number of passengers 340–370 mln 360–400 mln 

Growth rate ~104–105% ~105–106% 

Primary mode of transport Vehicle Vehicle 

Share of the private sector Very high (~90%+) Preserved 

 

 
Figure 1. Dynamics of Public Transport Passenger Volume in 2021–2025 

 

 
Figure 2. Comparative Trend of Public Transport Use in Nukus City 

 

Figure 1 - Number of passengers transported by 

public transport, thousand people. As can be seen 

from the analysis, a steady decline in the use of public 

transport can be observed in 2021-2025. This decline 

may be due to a number of reasons, such as:  

 - constant growth in the number of cars owned 

by citizens;  

- transition to personal accounting of unified 

social travel tickets. 

The rapid growth of the number of cars in the 

city of Nukus and districts, the accelerated growth of 

their motorization, and the insufficient development 

of the road network and transport infrastructure in 

general led to the need to expand access to transport 

services for the population. To achieve this goal, the 

"Transport Strategy of Uzbekistan until 2030" 

wasdeveloped and adopted at the state level, the main 

tasks of which related to increasing the accessibility 

of transport services for the population are::  

- planning the development of passenger 

transportation systems and rolling stock based on the 

forecast of the country's socio-economic development 

and its transport and economic balance; 

- creation of transport programs and mechanisms 

for their implementation; 

- development of passenger transportation on 

socially significant routes; 

- development of a competitive market model for 

affordable and high-quality transport services; 
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- implementation of modern information 

technology-based ITS in urban, suburban, and local 

transport systems; 

- improvement of permits for commercial 

persons to carry out passenger transportation; 

- development of multimodal passenger 

transportation schemes on regional, interregional, and 

international routes, etc. 

 Thus, to solve the main tasks outlined in the 

transport strategy of Uzbekistan until 2030, it is 

necessary to develop a program "Development of the 

transport system within the structural boundaries of 

the city of Nukus and its territories," which provides 

for the following areas of transport policy:  

- in the sphere of increasing the competitiveness, 

convenience and quality of passenger transportation: 

- increasing the mobility of the population 

through the priority integrated development of all 

public transport systems; 

- expansion of the effective radius of urban and 

intercity socio-economic activity through the 

development of high-speed transport; 

- creation of a competitive, affordable, and high-

quality passenger transportation market; 

- provision of socially significant passenger 

transportation.  

Planning to ensure increased mobility of the 

population of the city of Nukus through the priority 

integrated development of all public transport 

systems. This concerns the development of public 

transport infrastructure and systems on urban and 

intercity routes, as well as on transport routes 

connecting the main centers of socio-economic 

development. 

Along with the development of public transport, 

it is necessary to implement measures aimed at 

increasing its attractiveness to private cars, including 

by regulating the conditions for entering, moving, and 

stopping private vehicles on the busiest streets of the 

road infrastructure of the city of Nukus, where the 

transport problem is especially acute. Implementation 

of a project to create a paid parking lot in the territory 

of the city of Nukus in order to create conditions for 

the convenient movement of pedestrians, public 

transport, and cars, the main tasks of which are:    

- reduction of traffic violations on the road 

network; 

- increasing the speed of movement in paid 

parking lots; 

- increasing the turnover of parking spaces; 

- reducing the flow of personal vehicles entering 

the paid zone and encouraging the use of alternative 

modes of transport. 

Within the framework of this project, designed 

for 2030, electric buses were introduced to the public 

transport system of the city of Nukus for the first time 

at the beginning of 2026. 

These electric buses were imported from China 

and will serve public routes. The first batch of 12 

electric buses is planned to be launched on city routes. 

The goal is to provide modern, clean, and 

environmentally friendly vehicles for urban transport 

in the Nukus region. 

A project for the development of electric buses 

and their service infrastructure for Nukus is being 

developed in cooperation with the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development. Through this 

project:  

- Acquisition of electric buses, 

- Charging infrastructure,  

- It is planned to create conditions for the 

maintenance of the park.  

The project cost is estimated at approximately 55 

million US dollars. 

Thanks to this investment, the e-mobility 

(electronic transport) capabilities of urban public 

transport will be expanded and harmful emissions into 

the atmosphere will be reduced. 

At recent official meetings, the European Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development proposed 

expanding strategic support for the introduction of 

electric buses in the cities of Nukus and Samarkand. 

This means that electric buses are not only a 

means of transport, but also an important step towards 

the green transformation of urban transport. It is 

directed towards the adoption of state support 

measures. All this will create conditions for increasing 

the efficiency of the transport services market, as well 

as increasing the accessibility of transport services to 

the population. 
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