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Introduction combines traditions, technology, and cultural

Information about leather processing, product symbolism from different ethnographic areas.
construction, and manufacturing technology in Georgian  written  monuments, including
Georgia is scarce in written sources about Georgian manuscript books and miniatures, represent an
ethnographic life. The tradition of leather processing important iconographic source that enables the study
and shoemaking is very interesting because it not only of artistic traditions but also of components
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of material culture, such as clothing, accessories, and
particularly  leather  products. In  Georgian
manuscripts, ornamentation and miniatures occupy a
significant place, with the earliest surviving examples
dating back to the 9th century.

One of the earliest known examples is the
Anbandidi Gospel, which belongs to the group of rare
manuscripts containing the Four Gospels. Although
its initial part has not survived, the preserved
fragments still allow for the evaluation of its artistic
style, aesthetic principles, and system of decorative
elements. Such sources are particularly valuable, as
the depicted details provide indirect evidence about
the materials used, including leather, as well as their
processing techniques and visual characteristics.

During the so-called “Golden Age” of the
Georgian state (11th-13th centuries), manuscript
decoration reached a high level of development. In the
miniatures of this period, including those preserved in
the National Archives, both architectural elements and
decorative motifs—such as mythical animals,
ornaments, and stylized forms—are clearly
represented. These compositions not only fulfill an
aesthetic function but also indirectly reflect elements
of material culture, including structural features of
clothing and footwear.

Particularly noteworthy are the miniatures dating
from the 13th—14th centuries, where the human figure
and costume are depicted in greater detail. For
example, in the representation of Saint Shio

Mghvimeli and Evagre, attention is drawn to the form,
silhouette, and material perception of secular clothing.
This is of considerable importance for historical
costume studies and material analysis [1].

From the 14th century onwards, manuscript
illumination becomes increasingly detailed. Greater
attention is given to background, furniture, and
environmental elements. Changes in color palette,
taste, and stylistic approaches indicate broader
technological and cultural transformations. Art
historians identify a so-called “folk stream” in the
painting of the 15th—16th centuries, characterized by
increased realism and attention to everyday details,
including clothing and accessories.

A notable example is the 1494 donation charter
to the Bodorna Monastery, commissioned by Eristavi
Vamig Shaburisdze and his consort Dulardukht. The
accompanying illustrations, executed in vivid colors,
provide valuable information about the clothing of
Georgian nobility, textile textures, and ornamental
systems. The structural elements of garments
presented in these images indirectly indicate the
functional and decorative role of materials, including
leather.

In the 19th century, newly established styles of
manuscript decoration and church painting in Georgia
continued to emphasize national motifs. The
illustrated publication by Gobron (Mikheil) Sabinin
represents an important visual source combining both
religious and secular themes [1] (Fig. 1, 2, 3).

Fig. 1. Warrior Saints (St. George, St. Demetre and St. Theodore) and Holy curch Fathers (St. Gregory the
Theologian, St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great) Gulani, 16th century paper; nuskhuri [1].
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Fig. 3.1795. Donation and markirTg boundaries charter of King Solomon to Motsameta Monastery paper,
mkhedruli Scribe: Presbyter Nikolaos Gabaoni [1].
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It is noteworthy that in iconographic sources,
saints, laypeople, and other individuals are often
depicted barefoot or wearing simple sandals (Fig. 4).

Although these iconographic sources do not
provide direct material-science data, their systematic
analysis allows for the reconstruction of the form,
function, and usage context of historical leather
products. Therefore, they play a crucial role in the
study of the evolution of Georgian leather
craftsmanship and serve as a foundation for both
costume and biomechanical analysis.

This study employs an interdisciplinary
methodological ~ framework  that  integrates
iconographic  analysis  with  material-oriented

investigation in order to reconstruct the properties,
functions, and evolution of leather products within
Georgian ethnographic culture. The research is based
on a hybrid (QM) model combining qualitative
interpretation and empirical observation. The
approach bridges art-historical analysis with material
science and biomechanics, allowing for a multi-
layered understanding of leather artifacts, even when
direct physical samples are limited or degraded [2-10].

The methodology relies on three complementary
data sources:

e lconographic sources (manuscript
miniatures, murals, illustrated documents);

e Museum artifacts (preserved
objects);

e Field materials (ethnographic samples
obtained from local populations).

leather

! hitps://www.nplg.gov.ge/wikidict/index.php/.

Iconographic sources are treated as indirect but
highly informative evidence for reconstructing
historical leather products.

The integration of iconographic and material
analysis provides a novel framework for studying
historical leather products. It enables:

o reconstruction of lost or degraded artifacts;

e understanding of material behavior over
time;

e connection between cultural representation
and physical function.

This approach contributes not only to
ethnographic and historical studies but also to modern
applications in design, conservation, and material
engineering.

Given that this material remains largely
unexplored, its systematization and presentation in
both album and scientific formats are essential for
advancing research on Georgian material culture,
particularly leather products. Our team is working on
this, and at the final stage of the research, the results
of both the study of written sources and the analysis
of iconographic material will be presented.

This work was supported by Shota Rustaveli
National Science Foundation of Georgia
(SRNSFG). Grant number #FR-24-494.

Philadelphia, USA

49

2 Clarivate

Ana lytics indexed



ISRA (India)  =6.317  SIS(USA)  =0912  ICV (Poland)  =6.630
. I1SI (Dubai, UAE) = 1.582 PHUHII (Russia) = 0.191 PIF (India) =1.940

Impact Factor: ¢ australia) =0564 ESJI(KZ)  =8100  IBI (India) = 4.260
JIF =1500  SJIF (Morocco) = 6.004  OAJI (USA)  =0.350

References:

(2023). Georgian manuscripts and historical
documents. Author/Compiler: Ketevan Asatiani.
Thilisi.

Grdzelidze, M.G. (2018). The analysis of the
Georgian ethnic footwear for the purpose of
designing the construction of modern,
comfortable  footwear. Multidisciplinary
Scientific Edition - WORLD SCIENCE. RS
Global Sp. z 0.0., Scientific Educational Center
Warsaw, Poland. ISSN 2413-1032. #5 (33).
2018. 4-8. http://ws-conference.com/.
https://dx.doi.org/10.31435/rsglobal_ws
Grdzelidze, M., Tkhelidze, N., Datuashvili, M.,
& Charkviani, I. (2025). Problems of research of
leather product designs in Georgia. Materials Of
The International Scientific And Practical
Conference Part Il Section I11. Textile And Light
Industry Section IV. Innovative Technologies In
Design Section V. Machinery, Transport And
Logistics Section V1. Metallurgical Engineering.
GANJA - 2025). pp: 37-39.

Grdzelidze, M.G., & Kiknavelidze, L.G. (2018).
Modern Conditions of the Study of Leather
Ethno-Crafts Evolution in problematics of
researching Georgian Material Culture heritage.
International Scientific Journal - Theoretical &
Applied Science. Philadelphia, USA. 2018. 57
(1). 24-28. SOI: Retrieved from http://s-o-
i.org/1.1/TAS-01-57-4. DOI:
https://dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2018.01.57.4
Datuashvili, M., & Grdzelidze, M. (2022). The
influence of ottoman traditions in the formation
of traditional clothes in regions of Georgia. Kyiv
National University of Technologies and
Design. VI International Scientific-Practical
Conference 20 October 2022 Kyiv, Ukraine.
UDC 7.033.39+392:391(479.22). ISBN 978-

10.

Grdzelidze, M., Tkhelidze, N., & Datuashvili,
M. (2021). Evolution of the Georgian national
footwear design to optimize the parameters of
modern footwear. Kyiv National University of
Technologies and Design. National Academy of
Arts of Ukraine. Kyiv National University of
Construction and Architecture. National Union
of Artists of Ukraine Union of Designers of
Ukraine. Proceedings of the IIl International
Scientific and Practical Conference Actual
Problems of Modern Design, Volume 1. April
22, 2021. pp: 245-249. Retrieved from
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ISIzQRKSMBC
YpoGluS21aD5WhbvAmMjXOm/view

Grdzelidze, M.G., Tkhelidze, N.N.,
Karkashadze, M.l., & Lomtadze, N.Z,
Datuashvili, M., & Charkviani, I. (2025). The
evolution of the leatherworking tradition in
Georgia according to historical epochs. 1SJ
Theoretical & Applied Science, 12(152), 45-50.
Soi: https://s-0-i.0rg/1.1/TAS-12-152-9  Doi:
https://dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2025.12.152.9
Grdzelidze, M., & Tkhelidze, N. (2025). The
tradition of leather processing in Georgia in the
context of historical epochs. In Proceedings of
the V International Scientific Conference (pp.

28-32). Marseille, France: World  of
Conferences. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0d0.18115841

Tkhelidze, N.N., Grdzelidze, M.G.,, &

Charkviani, 1.J. (2026). Traditional Processing
and Use of Natural Leather in the Adjara Region.
ISJ Theoretical & Applied Science, 01 (153),
134-139. Soi: https://s-0-i.org/1.1/TAS-01-153-
14 Doi:
https://dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2026.1.153.14
Tkhelidze, N., Grdzelidze, M., Charkviani, I., &

617-7763-04-7. Retrieved from Datuashvili, M. (2026). Ethnographic and
http://kyivtexfashion.knutd.edu.ua/, organoleptic study of traditional leather products
https://kyivtexfashion.knutd.edu.ua/vi- in the Adjara region in Georgia. Bulletin of Akaki
mizhnarodna-naukovo-praktichna- Tsereteli State  University, 2(26), 24-42.
konferenciya/6-konferciya/ https://doi.org/10.52340/atsu.2025.2.26.02
Philadelphia, USA 50 D Clarivate

Analytics indexed


https://dx.doi.org/10.31435/rsglobal_ws
https://dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2018.01.57.4
https://kyivtexfashion.knutd.edu.ua/vi-mizhnarodna-naukovo-praktichna-konferenciya/6-konferciya/
https://kyivtexfashion.knutd.edu.ua/vi-mizhnarodna-naukovo-praktichna-konferenciya/6-konferciya/
https://kyivtexfashion.knutd.edu.ua/vi-mizhnarodna-naukovo-praktichna-konferenciya/6-konferciya/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lSlzQRKsMBCYpoGluS21aD5WbvAmjXOm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lSlzQRKsMBCYpoGluS21aD5WbvAmjXOm/view
https://dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2025.12.152.9
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18115841
https://dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2026.1.153.14
https://doi.org/10.52340/atsu.2025.2.26.02

